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MISSION & VISION 
Sochi Dogs is a trailblazing non-profit organization committed 
to improving the welfare of stray dogs through education, 
adoption, and sterilization programs.

We envision a future where dogs will be treated as valued 
family members, not abandoned on the street; where the 
population of animals will be controlled through spay/neuter 
programs, not guns and poison; and where dogs will be 
adopted from shelters, not purchased from breeders. 

Sochi Dogs was unofficially founded in the Winter of 2014 with little more than an idea and a late-
night email, “Can we harness the power of the Internet, combine it with the hard-work of dedicated 
volunteers to change the world for stray dogs?”  

Almost two years later, I’m pleased to report that the answer is yes, we can rely on unwavering spirit 
and diligent volunteers to rescue dogs of the street, the kindness of strangers who open up their 
homes, and extraordinarily generous supporters to make our little idea of helping abandoned dogs a 
reality. The stories you see on the subsequent pages are a testament to all this. 

Since incorporating as a non-profit in January 2015 our programs have grown and, with them, our 
impact. We’ve tripled our adoptions to more than 65 dogs a year. Additionally we sterilized a total of 
119 dogs;  had each of these dogs had just one litter of puppies on the street there would be 1,904 
more strays dogs in the first generation alone. 

To help with our efforts in curbing the population of strays dogs we’ve reached out to the local 
community to offer free spay/neuter services, built an educational website and ran PSAs across local 
radio stations. 

In the coming year we will continue to expand on this work, pulling more dogs from the streets, 
working with local animal rescues, and doing all we can to educate the public about responsible pet 
care. 
 
Although we’ve grown, in our hearts we’re still the small hand-built shelter operating on nothing more 
than good-will, a little elbow grease, and a passion to help those that need it most. We hope that you 
will continue to support us in our efforts to make the world a kinder and more just place for all living 
things. 

Anna Umansky and the Sochi Dogs Team 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT Layla when she was rescued from the side of 
a road in September 2015. 

Report accurate as of December 28, 2015



ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

67
DOGS  

ADOPTED

19,856
WEBSITE VISITS 

119
DOGS  

STERILIZED

124
DOGS  

VACCINATED

1,115
FACEBOOK 

FANS

 1,904

103
SHELTER 
INTAKE

DOGS NOT BORN ON THE 
STREET IN 2016 DUE TO SOCHI 

DOG’S EFFORTS

Betty had two broken paws when she was res-
cued, after extensive surgery she learned to walk 
but passed away to heart condition weeks later. 

Polly, one of the original survivors of the 
Sochi Olympics has been at the shelter 
for close to two years. 

Kona (Cherry) on her way home to the 
Lewis family in Pennsylvania.. 

Chapa and her siblings were found living 
at a construction site with their mother. 



RESCUES 
In 2015 we’ve rescued 103 dogs. Usually that means that we found these 
dogs on the street, took them to safety in our shelter where they are fed, 
bathed,  vaccinated, and treated any medical ailments. But not every rescue 
story is the same. Below are a few stories from this year. They represent 
the unpredictable, often dangerous, and emotionally trying work of our 
volunteers—the people that cannot pass by an animal in need while 
everyone else does.   

103
INTAKES

Many strays in Sochi reside at construction sites where they have 
shelter and receive food from the workers, but when construction is 
over landlords call exterminators to poison or shoot the dogs. That’s 
almost what happened to Linda and her three puppies but we were 

able to step in to save this Shar Pei family. Linda was found living in pain 
with arthritis caused by an earlier car accident, and severe skin allergies. 
She could barely walk, let alone take care of her puppies.  Linda was placed 
in a foster home, fed special food and vitamins to help alleviate her skin 
condition and strengthen her legs. Two of her puppies were adopted by local 
vetted families and one joined the Hanson family in Maine where he provides 
company for their first Sochi Dog, Sashi. 

Linda and puppies

Nine Puppies in 
Bread Crates

Richie arrived from a 
roof, literally. Rumors had 

spread on the Internet that 
a dog was seen on the roof of 

a newly constructed building. 
We went out to investigate and 

sure enough, there was Richie. 
He had been left on a roof of a high-rise 
building with no way of getting down, no 
food, or water. After hours of calling we were 
able to get the building’s administration 
to allow us onto the roof where we found 
Richie dehydrated and malnourished. He 
is a sweet well-behaved little guy who is 
incredibly grateful to be alive. 

Richie

On a February 
morning we woke 
up to nine puppies 
sitting in bread crates 
just outside the shelter 
gates.  They were 
infested with fleas, ticks, 
and worms. One of them had two 
broken legs. All of them were adopted 
to amazing homes. The puppy with 
the two broken legs made near perfect 
recovery but passed away from a heart 
complication. 



SOLVING THE PROBLEM  

SPAYING/NEUTERING
Most residents still believe the procedure is dangerous, expensive 
or unnecessary for their pets. In the rural communities surrounding 
Sochi even family dogs spend their days running around outside. 
Unwanted puppies are left to fend for themselves. If they are able to 
survive they continue their existence as stray dogs and contribute to 
the overpopulation with off-spring of their own. 

This year Sochi Dogs focused on sterilizing community dogs that are 
taken care of by a group of individuals. Next year we hope to expand 
the program to more communities. 

Implementing these programs is not always easy; our work is 
welcomed by animal rescuers but we have no support from local 
authorities who continue to hire exterminators to poison or shoot 
dogs on the street. 

EDUCATION 
We must educate the public if we are to solve the problem of 
abandoned dogs. To start the conversation, this year Sochi Dogs 
launched a brand-new website, “SobakaVSochi.com” translated as “Dog 
in Sochi.” The user-friendly site outlines how anyone can help animals 
by spay/neutering their pet. It gives reasons to perform the procedure, 
facts from veterinarians and even provides names, addresses and 
phone numbers of vets in the Sochi area. 

To further educate the public on the importance of sterilization, Sochi 
Dogs worked with a local media professional Oksana Chagay to create 
two radio PSAs which Chagay’s employer, Max Media Group, graciously 
agreed to play on air eight times a day across three of Sochi’s most 
popular radio stations, reaching thousands of people each day. 

Additionally, Sochi Dogs has built a strong social media presence in 
the European social media network VKontakte; Sochi Dogs posts daily 
shelter updates that also urge citizens to sterilize their pets and never to 
abandon them. Sochi Dogs also has a very active Facebook presence. 

119
DOGS 

STERILIZED

Marilyn and her 4 puppies were 
found at a construction site. 

Sweet Beauty was found limping on the 
side of the road after being hit by a car 

These three puppies were born by a 
dumpster, we were able to locate their 
mom so the whole family was reunited 
at the shelter 

Cesar and his friend Gabi (not 
pictured) were rescued from a park 
frequented by exterminators in July. 

The keys to our success and the only way we can prevent stories 
like Richie’s, Linda’s and the puppies’ from ever repeating again are 
education and spay/neuter programs.



ADOPTIONS 
65 families welcomed 67 Sochi Dogs into their homes. Each of these 
former street dogs has become an ambassador for the larger stray dog 
population. Our shelter only has capacity for 50 dogs. For every dog that 
gets adopted another lucky dog from the street is able to take its place. 
Below is a glimpse into the lives of Sochi dogs in their new homes

67

ESTIMATED MILES TRAVELED 
BY SOCHI TO FOREVER HOMES  

331,322
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Where in the 
world are  

Sochi Dogs? 

New York 

Ontario 

Pennsylvania  

Scotland

Virginia 

Washington 

Texas

New Hampshire 

Poland 

Sochi

Stevie in Ontario 

Jax  in Ontario 

Margo in Pennsylvania 

Mila in Ontario 

Russe in Washington 

Adi and Sochi in New Jersey 

Djonik and Lola in Washington 

Stoli in New Jersey 



Transportation for Dogs  37%  

             Airline Crates 12% 

Administrative Expenses  1% 
(Fundraising, Web Hosting, 
Printing, Facebook Ads) 

PayPal Fees 2%

Banking Fees and  
Currency Exchange 2%  

Medication 1%
Other Vet Expenses  5%

Vaccinations  4%

Spay/Neuter  9% 
Procedures

Food  22%

Shelter Upkeep  4%

FINANCIALS
Sochi Dogs is committed to saving as many dogs as possible and to do that we have to ensure that 
we spend our money where it counts most.  

Close to a quarter of our budget goes to ensuring our dogs are healthy. The majority of the 
animals we pick up on the street are infected with fleas, ticks, and worms, and some have been 
hit by cars. Our priority is to provide these dogs with the care they need, while also responding to 
the needs of community dogs by sterilizing and vaccinating them. Another quarter goes to feeding 
the 50 dogs that are in our care on any given day. Approximately half of our budget goes to getting 
dogs into homes. Nothing beats seeing the smiling faces and the wagging tails of dogs finally at 
home with the families that love them.  Below is a comprehensive breakdown of our budget for 
the year. 

Revenue Sources 
More than half of our revenue comes from the 
generosity of donors. Donors help keep our doors 
open, pay for veterinary expenses, and feed our 
dogs. 

Adoption fees go toward transporting our dogs 
to their new homes while some of our fundraised 
revenue has helped transport dogs to foster 
homes until permanent families can be found for 
them.

Adoption Fees  31%

Donations  56%

Store Sales  1%

Fundraising 2%



Thank you to all who have made Sochi Dogs: Extraordinary Strays a reality. Your kindness, guidance, professional 
expertise, and financial support make our ongoing work possible.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Aberaham Fernandez
Alex Umansky 
Alexander Williams
Alexandra Beriault
Alexsey Kononov
Alisha and Colin Maxwell 
Alison Storry
Alix Lang
Amanda Bell
Amanda Meek-Smith
Amy Krusinger
Andrea Bates
Andrea Neal
Andrea Salisbury 
Andrea Schweikl
Andrea Wall
Andrew Beriault
Angelo Massari
Anij Goodno
Anne  Corcoran
Anonymous
Anthony Bird
Anya Williams 
Ashley DiMaggio
Ashley Schaffer
Avi Soudack
Be Well Morristown 
Beth Anderson
Bobbie  Theodore
Bonnie Charkowick
Brick Real Estate LLC
Brigitte Dixon
Buddu Shin
Buffy Jeffs
Carol Davis
Cassandra Colbere
Cause For Paws Toronto 
Cheryl L Hadwen
Chewy.com
Chris Bonnell
Christine  Price
Christine Mott
Christopher Parks
Claire Maxwell
Claudia Rtan
Cody Neal
Colin Faulkner
Connie Champ 
Constantine Kashnikow
Corey Goldberg
Dale Martel 
Dan Baltazor
Daniel Rinaldo
Danielle Novack
Dariya Chugunova
Deb Malcolm
Deborah Cianca-Mayer
Deborah Scarabaggio
Debra Oltchick
Derek Prothro
Devon Brock
Diana Salinas
Diane Nushawg
Diane Propert
Dolores Maillet

Dominika Skyler
Dominika Skyler 
Donna Andres
Donna Pettit
Doreen Davis
Dr. Sari Lee Gordon 
Éamonn Lloyd Green
Edward Bilewicz
Elaine MacNeill
Elena Plotnikova
Elisha Syvret
Elizabeth Sposito
Emily and John Lewis 
Emily Ward
Frances Chan
Frank Charkowick
Fundacja Shar Pei
Gabriel Winant
Gayle Boesky
Geoffrey Gee
Gordon Wallace
Gregory Garber 
Hannah Chambers
Heather Henson
Heather Lynne
Heather Rose
Helen Antoniou
Irina Garber
Jacquie Brown
James Marmo
Jamie Parks
Jamie Thompson
Jane Hanson 
Jane Hoffman 
Janice Hinkle
Jennifer Williams-Cowan
Jenny Gelfand
Jess Ryan
Jessica Wojciechowska-Walczak 
Joann Liuzzo
Joannie Leatham-Poore
Jocelyn Moreau
John Barlow
John Ryan
Joni Moriyama
Joseph Mahon
Joseph Orr
Julie Jenkinson
Kari Minchin
Karin Stoetzer
Kate Metaxas
Kate Parizeau
Katherine  Long
Katherine Cave
Kathryn Goodno
Kathryn Scott
Keith Goodno
Kelli Stack
Kelly Knight
Kelsey McGrory
Kristen Lagasse
Larisa Safonchik 
Laura Bunting-Phelps
Laura Lakose
Laura Mannes

Lauren Wolfe
Lauri Fusco
Laurie Alessi 
Laurie Leclair (Rescue Knits)
Leanne Okolowsky
Lidia Korneeva
Linda Wills
Lisa and Jeff Ranu
Lisa Hipgrave
Liz Tortora
Loren Theodore
Lowell Krusinger
Lynette Kelly
MacLean Hawley
Marcelene Cleveland
Marisa Sweeney
Mark Porter
Marta Wajngarten
Mary Connolly
Mary McCreath
Mary Nicolini
Masha Plotnikova
Mathew Lorince
Matthew Gradon
Maura Reynolds
Max Chernyakov 
Mayor’s Alliance for  
NYC Animals 
Melanie Scott
Melinda  McBride
Melinda Rockwell
Melissa Myers
Melodic Yoga 
Meredith Andrew*
Meredith Chan 
Michael McKenzie
Miguel Fuentes
Mike Cloughlin 
Mimi Carrier
Mitchell Kaplan
Muddy Paws and Raft of New 
Hampshire
Nadia Lloyd
Nancy Banask
Nancy Burton
Nancy Diamond
Nancy E Dambrosio
Nancy Hunter
Natalia Kashnikow 
New York City Bar Association 
Committee on Animal Law 
Nicholas Crombach
Nicole Korda
Nicole Simone
Nikolay  Leasenko
Nina Neal
Oksana Chagay
Oleg Popov
Olivier Ribardiere
Patricia Kaplan
Patricia Mammano
Patrick Lee
Paul Diamond
Pepper Tree Rescue
Pete  Kranz

Pete Thorne
Pilots n Paws 
Raisa Regozo
Randall Fox
Rebecca & Kenny Baird
Rebecca Gosselin
Redemption Dogs 
Ridgewood Veterinary Hospital 
Rob Williams
Robin  Rae
Romana Williams*
Rosa Marmo
Salima Jivraj
Sandra Mercier
Sara Macculloch
Sara Popov
Scott Struthers
Sebastian Acosta
Seref Holle
Shannon Griffiths
Shar Pei Foundation of Poland
Sharon Grennan
Sheena Mccreath
Shirley O’Brien
Spreadshirt, Inc
Stacy Patterson
Steffanie  Gee
Stephanie  Baltazor
Stephanie Benedetti
Stephanie James
Stephanie Tran
Steve Harding
Steve Sacheli
Steven Chandler
Steven Hanson
Susan J Dunn
Susan Kaganovich
Susan Lewis
Suzanne Kotzer
Tamara Crist
Tanya Umansky
Tara Lynch
Tausha  Dwyre
Teresa Cervak
Theresa Waldspurger
Tim Daniels
Timothy F. McBride
Tony Fouhse
Tony Naffziger
Tracey Dessoy
U Shin
Vera Metrik
Viktoria Karaseva
Vlada Provotorova*
Wanda Whaley
Wendy and Tom Asreen
Wenwen Diao
Westside German Shepherd 
Rescue of Los Angeles
Zina Semenovskaya
Zlata Popov*
Zoe Jeramus 
 
*Friends of Sochi Dogs  
Board Members


